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Abstract

This article analyzes religious discourses and the concept of “religion” in the transitional
period of Mongolia, in order to shed some light on the changes in religious situation after
1990, and reveal traces of Socialist influences on religion. The Mongolian concept of “religion”
seems to be under the great historical influence of the Socialism. Religious discourses had
been extremely restricted during the socialist era. That is, the Socialism had tried to hold
religious hegemony through various theories and discourses concerning “religion” in addition
to the oppression of it. After 1990, this monogenetic hegemony broke down and religious
discourses have been diversified to a great degree. That is why the transformation of the
concept of “religion” in this transitional period was a key to the analysis of the current
religious situation. Actually, the word “religion” was deftly utilized under various interests,
connected to words like “tradition” and “nation”, and the word has been tied with realities
completely different from that in the socialist period, and fixed. In this article, I will take up
the religious discourses of the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party (MPRP), and analyze
how the party created their discourses on “religion”, and the way they tried to utilize history

of the word, in their quest for hegemony in Mongolia.
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