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Abstract

Hakka studies were established by Luo Xianglin in the earliest stage of the history of
anthropological and ethnological studies in China, and they have always been playing a
leading role in the studies on Han-Chinese and its various subgroups. But owing to the fact
that they were strongly motivated by Hakka intellectuals’ interest in demonstrating Hak-
ka’s orthodoxy in its cultural and 'racial’ sense, academic history of Hakka studies in later
years has taken a very peculiar course throughout 20th century. A paradigm that Luo Xian-
glin had set up in 1930s has a long lasting effect on the researchers in succeeding genera-
tions, restricting their imagination and insights.

Past Hakka studies has been so strongly oriented to the demonstration of the or-
thodoxy of Hakka against other various subgroups of Han-Chinese that it is almost inevita-
ble for them to fall into some important failures: 1) it sometimes prevented researchers
from unprejudiced observation of Hakka’s cultural traits; 2) it was inclined to exaggerate
the uniqueness of Hakka as an ethnic group; 3) it often ignored or underestimated the con-
tinuity and interactions beyond the boundary between Hakka and Non-Han ethnic minori-
ties in adjacent areas.

This nature of Hakka study has been contributed to construct the popular image of
Hakka as a people with a strong pride of pure Han-Chinese, an ethnic group with many

talented members, a reservoir of ancient Yellow River civilization, and a ’East Asian
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Jewish’ so on. These images were gradually accepted by ordinary people in Japan, as well
as in Taiwan and Mainland China with various types of publications.

But, after 1980s there appeared some researchers in Japan who tried to overcome the
old paradigm of Hakka studies, and this tendency has diffused into Mainland China in
1990s. It is from these new orientations in Japan and Mainland that many important break-
throughs came about (including my own works). In 2000s, we have already reached an ac-
complishment of a paradigm shift, and we are now witnessing a lot of new positive studies
in this field such as the work of Iijima [#X 5 2007] and that of Chai [£2B% 2005].

Among these new Hakka studies, there included an reconsideration on the interaction
and the boundary between Hakka and ethnic minorities, and it enables researchers on Hak-
ka and those on ethnic minorities to cooperate for more inclusive understanding of culture
and society of South China as well as of China as a whole. In this sense, Hakka studies has
at last escaped from their pitfall and reached the point where they can be properly situated
within, and integrated into, the whole structure of anthropological and ethnological studies

in China.
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