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In the late eighteenth century, various animals were bred and cherished in Japan. People
bred fancy animals, such as rantyuu or white rat and fanciers cherished these mutant
animals. Breeding and cherishing fancy rats gained popularity among Osaka in 1770s, then
this popularity moved to Edo. Animal fanciers tried to produce fancy coloured rats or good
looking lap dogs by crossbreeding. Animal fancier were interested in a beauty or fancy points,
such as coat colour or pattern of spots. In Osaka, fancy rats or mice were produced in the late
eighteenth century. Some people criticised animal fancier and breeding, especially
crossbreeding as unnatural act. Various people from Daimyo to children cherished pet
animals. YANAGISAWA Nobutoki (1724-1792) wrote about lot of animals that he kept, in his
diary “Enyu Nikki (1774-1785).” He kept Japanese spaniel, common dogs, cats, fancy rats or
mice, goldfish, little bards like warbler or titmouse, and insect. He was interested in breeding
Japanese spaniel. He tried to get a good looked spaniel and ordered a mate from the breeder.
In eighteenth century, there were characteristic views of animals. One is interesting for fancy
breeding and the other is criticising to produce fancy animals or crossbreeding. These views of

animals came up from the pet boom in the late eighteenth century.



