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Emmanuel Garnier is a Research Professor at the Atomic Energy Commission 
(Paris-Saclay University) and a Professor at the Institut of France. A historian by 
training, he is interested in the history of climate and the environment in the 
‘longue durée’, in other words in a history that is both interdisciplinary and 
comparative, in accordance with the principles of the French Annales School. His 
work focuses more particularly on the adaptation strategies of societies to face 
environmental changes between the 10th and 20th centuries. 
 
 
Abstract : 
 
First, we will address the documentary question by showing both its richness, in 
terms of volume and diversity, to study Siberian indigenous societies in the 
‘longue durée’. We will question the nature of the historical documentation 
available and the profile of the prescribers, in other words the characteristics of 
the explorers and scientists who describe the indigenous peoples of Siberia and 
their vision of these communities. 
We will then look at the methods of the ‘discovery’ of the Siberian communities 
by Westerners and Slavs by putting into perspective the strategic and economic 
issues at the origin of colonization. Indeed, if the explorers are motivated by 
scientific curiosity, they also respond to the will of the Russian power which sees 
Siberia as a territory rich in natural resources that should be conquered and 
colonized. This “contact”, as in South America with the Amerindians, results for 
the Siberian natives in brutal environmental, socio-economic and strategic 
changes. 
Finally, the course will address the question of the strategies developed by the 
Siberian peoples to best adapt to climatic risks and frequent natural disasters. 
These adaptation capacities will be assessed in light of the practices and uses 
developed to enhance a particularly hostile nature and adapt to it. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


